MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING
OF THE

NEW JERSEY THEATER LEAGUE

12/05/04


The meeting was called to order by the President at 11:01, and a role call was taken. It was determined that a quorum was not present and that no voting could take place.

Attending were: Andrew Flothmeier, Jennifer Staffenberg, Pete LaBriola, James Curran, Nikolette Adams, Patti Billow, Lynn Johnson, Dennis Dougherty, Bernard DiCasimirro, J. Ward, Suzie Ramsdell.


The minutes of the last meeting were read and discussed. No objection was raised, nor corrections required.

OFFICER REPORTS


Pete LaBriola had no report.


Bob Broadbent had no report.


Patti Billow gave the treasurer’s report, which covered the Children’s Festival. Total checking account income was $1,835.00, Total checking account expenses were $1,890.00 for a new balance of $2,312.93, plus a Delaware Investments total of $1,863.94 gives the financial assets of the NJTL as $4,176.87. The report was filed for audit. Dues are valid this year until Dec. 31, 2004.

Andrew Flothmeier reports that the website NJTL.net is working but the website NJTheatreleague.com is not working. The board asked him to get the other site up if possible.

Lynn Johnson reported that the Children’s Festival made a total of $250.00, largely due to inclement weather. A committee was formed to look into the reorganization of the way the Festival is presented, and can we move it indoors, do we wish to continue at Smithfield, and so forth. The committee will consist of Dennis Dougherty, Nikki Adams and Bernard Di Casimirro 


Dennis Dougherty reports that there will be better press releases as soon as more information is available about next year’s Children’s Festival. Dennis will email copies of the window cards to the board for approval. Dennis was asked to be in contact with all the old members of NJTL who did not sign up this year and try to find out why, and what we can do to get them back.

Festival Committee reports that the next Festival will be held at Buntz Hall, Rowan University. They have explored many possibilities for other theaters, but only Rowan was affordable. Rowan has changed its policies about outside groups renting space at Rowan, as opposed to Rowan sponsored events, in terms of pricing and insurance. There may be charges up to $300/day, plus pay for tech staff, and cleaning fees. We will attempt to interest Rowan in sponsoring us with one-act plays or other presentations. They also asked Pete to reserve the Kelsey Theater for 2007, since it takes that long to clear those dates. The time for filing entries will be Jan 15, 2005, and Tech information will follow. The 15th of Feb has been suggested.

Festival Committee, continued:


They committee may have lined up adjudicators for the Festival, to be announced when definite. In place of afterglow parties at a restaurant, there may be parties at the hotel hospitality or conference suites. There will be food available all day, though it may be snack type and beverages, like soda and water. Jim Billow will again help with obtaining food and paper goods donations. Maureen Broadbent will be the Secretary to the adjudicators. Marie will again be timekeeper for the adjudications. The question of music rights and the requirement to obtain them prior to the Festival is still under investigation.

NEW BUSINESS


For the 2006 Festival there was a discussion of the question of workshop or competition format for the Festival. Could we send a group to the competition if we have a workshop type Fest? Will ESTA have a Fest? There is a discussion about ESTA having an original one-act Festival. A suggestion was made to form a committee to investigate sending judges to one-act performances during the non-national years. Would NJTL support a Festival of only original plays? Would this limit the numbers of participating groups?

Sherman Ward read part of a report from an ESTA meeting that PA. would be holding an original play fest, and the play would be judged by writing and production equally. The question was then put to the meeting if NJTL could produce a play, as a group – form a committee to find a play, pick a director, find rehearsal space and time, and perform the play. Dennis Dougherty, Nikki Adams and Bob Broadbent volunteered to look into this idea.


There was a discussion of NJ ACT. The question was if NJ ACT is a splinter group from RECT. The answer from James Curran was that while everyone from NJ ACT was in RECT, not all in RECT are still active. NJ ACT requires that two reps from each member group be adjudicators for other groups. There have been complaints about the organizations notification about meetings and where and when they are held. Dennis feels that NJ ACT is more a vehicle for awards than for improving anyone’s art. 

The perryaward.org website should be up soon.

The next meeting will be held sometime during the Festival.

Meeting adjourned at 1:07

